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THE  APPROPRIATION  BILL 


On  June  28  Congress  passed  the  .^;)1, 194-,  .4BB,  633  agricultural  appropria- 
tion bill  which  now  awaits  only  the  President's  signature  to  become 
laiMi, 

The  Pepper  amendment,  providing  1^15 ^000  for  fire  control  and  irriga- 
tion construction  Y/ork  in  the  Florida  everglades,  was  included  in  the 
appropriation,  with  the  proviso  that  no  expenditures  be  made  for 
these  purposes  until  an  equal  amount  shall  have  been  made  available 
by  the  State  of  Florida  for  the  same  purposes. 

The  total  of  the  19^0  appropriation  for  the  Soil  Conservation  Service 
is  $23,64.5,584,  the  scjne  as  that  for  1939*    A  research  item  of 
$120,645  was  transferred  to  the  Soil  Conservation  Service  during  the 
past  fiscal  year  from  the  Bureau  of  Agricultui^al  Engineering  to  cover 
irrigation  and  drainage  work  formerly  carried  out  by  that  Bureau. 

The  appropriation  for  the  vrater  facilities  program  is  C,>5CJ0, 000,  for 
cooperative  farm  forestry  $300,000,  and  for  the  land  utilization 
program  under  Title  III  of  the  Banldiead- Jones  Act,  :h>4, 978,330. 

The  totals  made  available  under  the  last  three  items  are  appropria- 
tions to  the  Secretary  and  vri-ll  be  allotted  by  him  to  the  bureaus 
carrying  out  the  various  functions  under  these  appropriations. 

The  Jolinson  amendment,  vihich  would  have  limited  to  $500,000  the 
funds  to  be  available  for  general  administrative  expenses  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  was  deleted  in  conference, 

im^  TERRITORY  FOR  REGIONS  9,  10,  and  2 

A  field  memorandum  signed  last  week  by  the  Chief  assigns  the  territory 
of  Alaska  to  Region  9»    Activities  in  Hawaii  and  Puerto  Rico  arc  to 
be  under  the  adrrini  strati  on  of  Regions  10  and  2  respectively.  . 
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CHIEF  IS  BUSY  IN  THE  FIELD 


At  Temple^  Texas,  on  Iky  29^  H.  H.  Bennett  addressed  thousands  of 
farm  leaders,  farmers,  and  conservation  leaders  on  erosion 
prevention o 

Reminding  his  hearers  that  nearly  11, COO,  000  acres  of  Texas  soil  had 
been  vivoiial'ly  destr^'^yed  by  erosion.  Dr.,  Bonnott  said  the  soil  con- 
servation di  r!:ricos  i^rorxc.m  is  a  means  throupih  vmich  the  people  of 
Texas  can  ii.'y;et  aiid  solve  one  of  their  greatest  problems. 

State  Senator  Lo  J«  £u3.ak  and  State  Representative  Bailey  B.  Ragsdale, 
co-author:>  of  T.he  staxe  soil  conservation  bill,  spoke  at  the  luncheon 
given  in  hvo  Ber^iett's  honor  at  which  Governor  W.  Lee  O'Danial  acted 
as  toastmasber. 

The  Temple  rally  v/as  the  first  state-wide  conservation  meeting  in 
Texas.    The  ney:ly  created  State  Soil  Conservation  Board  elected  of- 
ficers and  formulated  a  policy  for  the  enactment  of  the  districts 
law* 

The  Temple  Daily  Telegram  issued  a  special  edition  devoted  to  soil 
conservation  on  May  29.    A  short  biography  of  the  chief  was  featured* 
In  a  signed  article  Dr.  Bennett  outlined  the  opportunities  offered 
under  the  districts  lavf. 

In  a  feature  article  in  the  special  edition  of  the  Telegram,  Regional 
Conservator  Louis  P.  Merrill. pointed  to  the  districts  law  as  an  im- 
portant milestone  in  the  progress  tovrard  the  conservation  of  soil 
resources.    Other  contributors  were  State  Coordinator  Paul  Vif.  Walser 
and  W.  J,  Neumann,  project  leader  of  the  Elm  Creek  project* 


Dr.  Bennett  visited  Region  6  to  attend  the  opening  of  Biiffalo  Lake 
near  Amarillo  on  Ivlay  28. 

Arriving  on  May  26,  he  was  interviewed  on  the  soil  conservation  pro- 
gram over  KGNC  at  5:30  p.  mi.  by  John  McCarty,  president  of  the  Pan- 
handle Water  Conservation  Authority  and  editor  of  the  Amarillo  Ncv/s 
Globe.    At  8:30  he  led  a  roundtable  discussion  over  the  same  station 
with  A*  A.  Meredith- of  WPA;  James  C.  Foster  of  BAE;  H.  H.  Firinell, 
Alan  Furman,  and  Ted  Smith  of  SCS^  and  Carl  Hinton  and  IVlr.  McCarty 
of  the  mCA. 

Dr.  Bennett  was  the  principal  speaker  at  the  dedication  of  the  lake 
and  its  presentation  to  the  public  on  May  29/   Buffalo  Lake  covers 
1,870  Stores,  and  is  the  first  of  its  size  to  be  completed  in  the 
Panhandle • 
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At  National,  Iowa,  on  June  8,  Dr,  Bennett  attended  the  Soil  Conser- 
vation Service  field  day  exercises  sponsored  by  the  McGregor- 
Farmersburg  project  officials  in  connection  mth  the  observation 
of  Iowa's  soil  conservation  week. 

As  principal  speaker  at  the  exercises,  he  declared  that  if  this 
country  is  to  be  a  permanent  nation,  soil  conservation  is  one  job 
that  cannot  be  postponed.    At  the  rate  v/e  are  going  today,  he  esti- 
mated, the  job  might  be  completed  in  another  30  years. 

Other  speakers  on. the  program  were  R.  K.  Bliss,  director  of  the  Iowa 
Extension  Service,  and  R.  H.  Musser,_  regional  conservator  of  the 
Upper  Mississippi  Valley  region. 

During  the  afternoon  Dr.  Bennett  visited  several  farms  to  vi.ew  con- 
servation work  after  which  he  addressed  a  meeting  of  McGregor  people 
at  the  newly  completed  Yfalton  Hollow  dam.    Formal  dedication  of  the 
entire  dam  project  will  take  place  when  two  other  retention  dams  are 
finished,  probably  in  the  early  fall. 


Dr.  Bennett  recently  spent  several  days  in  Region  5  reviemng  the 
work  on  various  projects  and  discussing  methods  of  improving  the 
demonstration  program. 

Regional  conservator  R.  H.  Musser,  regional  information  officer  L.  R. 
Combs,  the  five  State  coordinators,  and  representatives  of  colleges 
and  soil  conservation  advisory  committees  from  all  five  States  ac- 
companied Dr.  Bennett  on  his  inspection  tour. 

Soil  Conservation  Service  demonstration  projects  at  Freeport,  111., 
and  Kahoka,  Mo,,  were  included  in  the  itinerary  as  well  as  a  Land 
Utilization  area  in  Van  Buren  County,  Iowa,  vrhich  was  recently 
turned  over  to  Iowa  State  College  to  be  used  as  a  pasture  demonstra- 
tion. 

Before  leaving  the  region,  Dr.  Bennett  also  visited  the  Land  Utiliza- 
tion project  at  Baudette  in  northern  Minnesota. 

PRESIDENT  EXTENDS  FOURTH  OF  JULY  HOLIDAY 

An  executive  order  signed  by  President  Roosevelt  on  June  28  grants  to 
all  government  employees  a  holiday  on  July  3«    The  order  'extends  the 
Fourth  of  July  holiday  from  Saturday  midday  to  Wednesday  morning  and 
applies  to  all  employees  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  both  in 
Washington  and  in  the  field. 


IRRIGATION  INVESTIGATIONS  ASSIGNED  TO  REGION  10 


Under  the  reorganization  plan  of  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  issued 
last  November  the  division  of  irrigation  of  the  Bureau  of  Agricul- 
tural Engineering  was  transferred  to  the  Soil  Conservation  Service • 
This  division  had  jurisdiction  over  the  construction  and  hydrologic 
phases  of  farm  irrigation  investigations. 

Fiscal,  procurement^  and  personnel  m.atters  for  all  irrigation  proj- 
ects west  of  the  Mississippi  River  were,  administered  from  a  central 
office  at  Berkeley,  Calif.    These  projects,  although  distributed 
through  several  Soil  Conservation  Service  regions,  mil  continue  to 
be  administered  as  one  unit.    Effective  July  1,  1939,  they  will  come 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  H.  E«  Reddick,  regional  conservator  of 
Region  10. 

DRAINAGE  CAMPS  INTEGRATED  WITH  SCS 

Thirty-eight  drainage  camps,  formerly  under  the  Bureau  of  Agricul- 
tural Engineering,  were  transferred  to  the  Soil  Conservation  Service 
by  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  in  November  1938*    The  camps,  which 
employ  CCC  labor  exclusively,  are  set  up  in  Regions  1,  3>  4j  and  5« 

The  Forest  Service,  which  had  administered  certain  fiscal,  procure- 
ment, and  persorjnel  matters  for  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Engineer- 
ing, continued  to  do  so  after  the  transfer  of  the  camps  to  the 
Service.    The  camps  are  now  being  assigned  to  the  regional  conser- 
vators in  whose  territories  they  are  situated,  the  move  to  become 
effective  July  1,  1939 •  •     - ' 

OFFICE  AT  VERNON,  TEXAS,  MOVED  TO  ABILENE 

On  June  21  the  area  office  at  Vernon,  Texas,  was  moved  to  Abilene 
with  Earl  H.  Varnell  in  charge  as  acting  conservationist. 

Because  of -Abilene 's  central  location  on  the  Plains  both  economy  and 
efficiency  vrill  improve  as  a  result  of  this  change,  according  to 
Regional  Conservator  Louis  P.  Merrill. 

YifASHITA  FLOOD  SURVEY 

Three  representatives  of  the  Washita  flood  survey  party,  Leslie  L. 
Swim,  Carl  F>  Fisher,  and  Marl  L.  Dervage,  were  in  Washington  last 
week  to  report  progress  and  to  discuss  with  various  technicians  of 
the  Vfashington  office  certain  problems  connected  vfith  the  survey, 
particularly  those  relating  to  hydrology  and  meteorology. 

While  in  Washington  the  men  had  an  opportunity  to  discuss  these 
problems  with  Messrs.  L«       Sherman,  R.  E.  Horton,  and  W.  W.  Horner, 
collaborators  with  the  division  of  research. 
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The  party  is  leaking  a  detailed  study  of  the  "lYashita  -mtershed  in 
Oklahoma  and  Texas,  preliminary;''  to  working  out  recornmendations  for 
flood  control*    They  utilize  h^.Tii^ologic  and  precipitation  data  ob- 
tained from  Y.'eather  Bureau  and  Soil  Conservation  Service  stations 
established  on  8,108  acres  of  the  vratershed* 

Technicians  in  the  Y^shington  office  gave  general  approval  to  the 
methods  of  approach  of  the  group*    The  suggestion  •v^'as  made,  hov^-ever, 
that  rather  than  limit  their  obsei'vations  to  the  more  intense  type 
of  storm  covering  relatively"  s:iia.ll  areas,  their  evaluations  *be  ex- 
panded to  include  mere  general  storms  affecting  larger  areas, 

FOHTHCCm'G  SPEECHES  BY -THE  CHI5F 

Conservalfion  Day  will  be  observed  at  the  New  York  V/orld^s  Fair  on 
July  6*    Dr.  Bennett  v.tLII  speak  on  "Conserva.tion  and  Thrift"  some- 
time betv.-een  11:30  a»m.  and  2:30  p.m.    The  exact  hour  has  not  been 
specified. 

The  Chief  villi  address  a  group  representing  the  Federal  Crop  Insur- 
ance Corporation  in  the  auditorium  of  the  U.S.D.A.  on  July  12  at 
3:15  p.m. 

On  July  19  Dr.  Bennett  -vvill  speak  at  the  Kudzu  Jamboree  to  be  held 
at  Dadeville,  Ala* 

The  subject  of  Dr.  Bennett ^s  address  to  the  conservation  students  at 
Louisiana  Tech,  Ruston,  La.,  on  July  21  Tn.ll  be  "Soil  Erosion  and 
Its  Control." 

On  July  27  the  chief  Yd.ll  attend  the  Crowley  Ridge  Peach  Festival  at 
Forrest  City,  Ark. 

0UT-0F-T01^qI  VISITORS  ' 

4-H  Club  members  from  all  parts  of  the  country  convened  at  Y.'ashing- 
ton  last  week.    On  June  21  H,  E.  Berjiett  discussed  informally  cer- 
tain aspects  of  soil  conservation  vTith  representatives  of  a  dozen  or 
more  states  who  called  at  the  Soil  Conservation  Service  offices  in 
the  South  Building.    Later  in  the  day  he  addressed  a  rmch  larger 
group  of  4-H  members  in  the  U.S.D.A.  auditorium. 

On  the  same  day  the  chief  spent  an  hour  or  so  explaining  the  workings 
and  accomplishments  of  the  Service  to  a  group  of  county  agents  irho 
were  introduced  by  C.  W.  Vv'arburton,  director  of  Extension  Service. 

HAMPTON  IIISTIT'JTE  CONSERVATION  COURSE 

Under  the  leadership  of  the  Extension  Service,  the  Hampton  Institute, 
Va.,  v.-ill  conduct  a  three  weeks'  training  course  next  month- foi*  Negro 
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students  interested  in  agricultural  problems.  The  sessions  on  July 
10  and  11  have  been  allotted  to  the  Soil  Conservation  Service. 

At  the  first  session  Lloyd  E.  Partain  of  the  division  of  states  re- 
lations will  discuss  conservation  planning  for  the  farm  and  the 
farmer.    On  the  second  day,  with  the  aid  of  maps,  plans,  charts, 
etc»,  he  will  discuss  physical  and  economic  conditions  on  an  actual 
farm,    A  field  trip  will  be  included  if  time  permits. 

NOTES 

No  doubt  some  pretty  tall  fish  stories  T/ent  the  rounds  at  the  bar- 
becue sponsored  by  the  Isaac' Walton  League  at  Forest  Glen,  Md#,  on 
June  24 •    H.  H#  Bennett,  who  attended  the  picnic,^  addressed  'the 
group  on  ¥\dldlife» 


Edvrard  H.  Graham  of  the  division  of  biology  vd.ll  address  the  Hilary  land 
Sportsman's  Luncheon  Club  on  ^'Yfildlife  and  Conservation"  on  July  11. 


To  observe  the  termination  of  a  short  course  for  gam.e  wardens  given 
by  the  Virginia  Polytechnic  Institute,  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Virginia  Y\[ildlife  -Federation  idll  be  held  at  Blacksburg,  Va.,  June 
30-July  1.    William  R»  Van  Dorsal  of  the  biology  division  will  give 
an  illustrated  address  on  "Soil  Conservation  and  Wildlife  Conserva- 
tion." 
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ACCOIvIPLISmJENTS  OF  THE  LArlD  ACQUISITION  DIVISION. 

More  than  9  l/2  million  acres  of  land  costing  nearly  70  million 
dollars  have  been  purchased  during  the  past  U  years  under  the  Divi- 
sion of  Land  Acquisition  of  the  Land  Utilization  pro-am. 

Under  the  guidance  of  the  Farm  Security  Administration,  the  Bureau 
of  Agricultural  EconomJ.cs,  and  the  Soil  Conservation  Service,  land 
v/as  acquired  by  the  Division  of  Land  Acquisition  for  the  folloYdLng 
agencies: 


Land  Use  24,247  6,74-6/557  32,857,948 

Biological  Survey  995  724,272  5,643,019 

Indian  Service  1-^643  1,225,773  '  3,520,153 

Park  Service  2,514  394.968  '4.255,153 

Total  (submarginal  land)    29,399  9,091,570  46^277,273 

Others  354  21,395  3,921,104 

Forest    •  '             '  15  3,290.  87,910 

Resettlement  2,462  558,751^.  19,337,182 

Grand  total  ^  .  .  .  .  .      32,230  9,675,006.  69,622,469 


All  funds  allocated  for  submarginal  land  purchase ' from  relief  and 
.drought  relief  appropriations  expired  on  June  30,  1939 •    The  options 
listed  above  were  all  liquidated  except  1,127  tracts  v^hich  had  been 
transferred  to  the  Park  Service  in  1937* 

In  addition,  as  of  June  30,  1939,  1,953,881  acres  involving  $8,092,756 
vrere  acquired  under  Title  III  of  the  Banldiead- Jones  Farm  Tenant  Act.. 
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FARM  FORESTRY  IN  REGION  I 

The  cooperative  farm  forestry  program  is  getting  Y^ell  under  way  in 
Region  1^ 

Joint  meetings  of  representatives  of  State  and  Federal  agencies  and 
others  interested  in  the,  program  have  been  held  in  Vermont,  New 
Hampshire,  l/Iassachusetts,  Connecticut,  Nevr   York,  and  Pennsylvania » 
State  problems  were  reviewed  and  the  groundwork  of  cooperative  rela- 
tions laid. 

The  Directors  of  Extension  and  State  Foresters  throughout  the  region 
are  taking  an  active  interest  in  developments  in  the  fam  forestry 
workf    Coinmittees  to  prepare  State  programs  are  being  appointed^ 

STAFF  CONFERENCE  AT  WASHINGTON  . 

A  joint  conference  of  all  regional  conservators,  state  coordinators, 
and  Washington  staff  members  began  Friday  at  Mount  Weather,  Va» 
Sessions  at  Mount  Weather  Td.ll  continue  over  the  week-end  and  vd.ll 
be  followed  by  sessions  in  Washington  on  Monday,  Tuesday,  Yfednesday, 
and  Thursday • 

During  the  course.-. of  the  conference  all  phases  of  the  Soil  Conser- 
vation Service  program  vd.ll  be  discussed  and  procedures  outlined 
for  future  activities ♦ 

DISTRICTS  AND  DISTRICT  LAW 

A  .^total  of  114-  soil  conservation  districts  in  23  States  have  novf 
entered  into  memoranda  of  understanding  vdth  the  Department  of  , 
Agriculture*  ,  . 

Oklahoma  continues  to  lead  the  nation  in  the  number  of  districts 
mth  a  total  of  17.  Arkansas  is  second  vd.th  12  districts,  v/-hile 
Mississippi  comes  third  v;ith  9» 

Passage  of  a  soil  conservation  districts  law  in  lov^a  during  the 
past  vrcek  brings  to  36  the  number  of  States  in  which  such  lav/s 
have,  been  adopted.    The  others  are:  ..   ^  ..  ...  . 


Alabama 
Arkansas 


Mchigan 
Mnnesota 
Mssissippi 
Montana 
Nebraska 
Nevada 
New  Jersey 
New  Mexico 


Pennsylvania  .  , 

South  Carolina 

South  Dakota 

Tennessee 

Texas 

Utah 

Vermont 

Virginia 


California 


Colorado 
Florida 
Georgia 
Idaho 


Illinois 


Indiana 
Kansas 
Louisiana 
liiiaryland 


North  Carolina 
North  Dakota 
Oklahoma 
Oregon 


'Washington 
Yv'est  Virginia 
Vy'i  scon  sin 


LAND  USE  PLilNNJNG  COr^?'£RENCES 


A  series  of  land  use  planning  conference  tours,  in  which  repre- 
sentatives of  various  Bureaus  of  the  Department  are  to  meet  YO-th 
State  and  county  officials,  representatives  of  colleges,  and  mem- 
bers of  agricultural  coopera.tives,  has  been  arranged  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  Agriculture  •    A  wider  first-hand  acquaintance  •v\dth  the 
various  activities  in  the  field  is  seen  as  a  valuable  help  to?:ards 
achieving  a  more  effective  common  program  for  agriculture. 

The  plans  include  visits  to  sample  projects  of  the  various  Depart- 
mental and  State  agencies  to  enable  the  group  (l)  to  get  a  better 
understanding  of  the  different  types  of  work  carried  on  by  Bureaus 
of  the  Department,   (2)  to  fainiliarize  itself  with  the  approaches 
of  different  State  ag-encies  and  county  planning  comiiiittees,  and  (3) 
to  study  the  res-ear ch  approach.    Special  time  was  set  aside  to  dis- 
cuss and  evaluate  the  work  surveyed. 

The  first  trip  was  held  under  the  leadership  of  Undersecretary 
Wilson  through  New  York  and  NeYf  England  July  1-8.    Dillon  S.  Ifyer, 
assistant  to  the  chief,  represented  the  Soil  Conservation  Service. 

Submarginal  land  developm.ent,  reforestation,  farm  rehabilitation, 
and  salvage  Y/ork  in  the  New  England  hurricane  area  Yv-ere  among  the 
activities  inspected,  and  visits  were  made  to  State  Experim.ent  sta- 
tions and  Soil  Conservation  Service  demonstration  projects.  Visits 
in  Ne7f  York  State  included  the  Grange  League  Federation  at  Ithaca 
and  the  forestry  cooperative  at  Cooperstovm.    In  Vermont  a  stop  was 
made  at  the  Morgan  horse  breeding  farm  at  Midcllebury. 

Land  use  planning  conferences  to  be  held  in  the  near  future  include 
trips  to  the  west  coast  section  and  to  the  Great  Plains. 


At  the  request  of  the  Texas  Conservation  Board,  J.  Phil  Cam.pbell, 
assistant  to  the  chief,  attended  a  recent  mioeting  of  the  Board  to 
formulate  plans  for  the  organization  of  soil  conservation  districts. 

Representatives  of  interested  Federal  and  State  agencies  and  col- 
leges also  attended.    In  Texas  the  State  Conservation  Board  con- 
sists of  five  farmers,  elected  by  the  farming  communities  of  their 
respective  areas. 


DISTRICTS  PLANNING  IN  TEXAS 
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FARM  FORESTRY  IN  THE  VffiST 

John  F.  Preston  of  the  forestry  division  spent  the  month  of  June 
inspecting  the  progress  of  the  forestry  work  in  Regions  9  and  10. 
He  visited  Regions  8  and  6  en  route* 

At  Moscow^  Idaho,  and  Berkeley,  Calif,,  meetings  were  held  at  which 
all  interested  State  and  Federal  agencies  discussed  the  farm  for*- 
estry  problems.    The  groundwork  was  laid  for  getting  the  State  pro- 
grams under  way. 

While  in  the  State  of  Washington,  It".  Preston  visited  a  CCC  camp  at 
Snohomish  vrhich  he  reports  as  -  being  in  effect  the  pioneer  farm  for- 
estry project  of  the  nation.    The  staff  of  the  camp  includes  two 
foresters  and  m.any  of  the  ideas  to  be  carried  out  under  the  provi- 
sions of  the  Farm  Forestry  Act  are  already  in  effect* 

EverjHArhere  he  went,  lir.  Preston  found  that  the  farm  forestry  program, 
as  proposed,  meets  with  the  approval  of  agricultural  workers  and 
farmers.    He  is  confident  that  the  establishraent  of  farm  forestry 
demonstration  projects  mil  prove  to  be  a  very  substantial  contri- 
bution toY/ard  the  solution  of  the  complex  problem  of  farm  woodlands. 

\  .  .  .  .    FARM  UNIT  REORGANIZATION  IN  REGION  6 

One  of  the  nev^er  phases  of  the  Soil  Conservation  Service  program  is 
the  farm  unit  reorganization  Yiork  which  is  being  conducted  in  Re- 
gion 6  in  cooperation  mth  the  Farm  Security  Administration. 

In  this  region  many  of  the  existing  farm.s  are  too  small  to  consti- 
tute a  Y/orkable  economic  unit.    Therefore  the  Soil  Conservation 
Service  is  assisting  farmers  in  enlarging  their  holdings,  primarily 
through  the  leasing  of  absentee  OYmed  land. 

Complete  programs  of  soil  and  moisture  conservation,  including  in 
most  cases  a  shift  from  cash  crops  to  live  stock,  are  being  formu- 
lated.   The  purchase  of  items  such  as  live  stock  and  the  necessary 
farm  machinery  Yd.  11  be  financed  by  the  Farm  Security  Administration. 

E.  H.  Reed  of  the  farm  management  section  recently  returned  from 
Region  6  where  he  made  a  study  of  the  farm  unit  reorganization  work. 
He  feels  that  a  good  start  has  been  made  and  that  the  plan  offers 
excellent  possibilities  for  other  regions. 

PRINTERS'  INK 

A  simple,  dependable,  inexpensive  device  for  classifying  sand  and 
silt  in  sufficient  quantity  for  experimental  investigation  has  been 
developed  in  the  cooperative  laboratory  of  the  Soil  Conservation 
Service,  Pasadena,  Calif. 
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In  an  article  entitled  "1/Yind  Tunnel  Classifier  for  Sand  and  Silt" 
George  H»  Otto  and  Hunter  Rouse  of  the  Pasadena  laboratory  describe 
the  device  and  the  procedure  of  classification.    The  classifier  was 
built  for  approximately  5^50  and  is  operated  by  one  nian« 

PATENTS  OBTAINED  ON  !;]ECHANICAL  DEVICES 

Bernard       Simin.ons  of  the  division  of  information  has  obtained  pat- 
ents on  a  mechanical  dotting  device  and  scale  liner  which  he  devel- 
oped.   The  Government  has  gained  a  shop-right  interest  in  the 
devices  which  may  be  m.anufactured  and  used  by  or  for  the  Government 
without  the  payment  of  royalties. 

The  mechanical  dotter  is  more  accurate  than  other  dotters  used  in 
drafting  and  is  conveniently  operated* 

In  addition  to  its  primary  purpose,  the  scale  section  liner  can  be 
used  as  a  protractor  or  an  adjustable  triangle. 

FARM  FORESTRY  ON  THE  AIR 

Morrill  M#  Tozier  of  the  division  of  information  mil  discuss  the 
farm  forestry  program  over  station  M11A.L  on  Tuesday  July  18,  1939, 
on  the  Farm  and  Home  Program  at  11:45  a.m.,  E.S.T. 

JULY  IiffiETINGS 

Meetings  during  the  month  of  July  which  may  be  of  interest  to  mem- 
bers of  the  Soil  Conservation  Service  are: 

Am^erican  Society  of  Civil  Engineers,  San  Francisco, 
Calif.,  July  26-28. 

Sixth  Pacific  Science  Congress,  Berkeley,  Stanford 
University,  and  San  Francisco,  July  24  -  August  12. 

NOTES 

John  Dreier  of  the  division  of  information  mil  address  students 
taking  the  summer  course  in  the  Federal  Government  at  T\rork  at  the 
University  of  Maryland  on  July  11.    His  lecture  will  be  on  "The 
Federal  Governm.ent  and  Conservation." 


C.  W.  Thornthwaite,  head  of  the  division  01  climatic  re scar ch^  will 
present  a  paper  entitled  "Evaporation  from  the  Natural  Land  Surface 
at  Berkeley,  California"  at  the  Sixth  Pacific  Science  Con^:;ress5  to 
bo  held  at  Berkeley,  Stanford,  and  San  Francisco,  July  24~August 
12,  1939. 


SERVICE  NEWS 

PUBLISHED  BY  THE  SOIL  CONSERVATION  SERVICE 
UNITED   STATES   DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 

The  INIEWS  is  intended  to  inform  sta.ff  nembers  of 
developments  v/ithin  the  Service  and  is  not  for 
distribution  to  others. 

Benton,  Miss  Mildred  j^j^  29,  1939 


JOINT  CONFERENCES  AT  KCWT  l^ATHER  MP  WASHINGTON 

'I*  During  the  conferences  on  July  1li-19  at  liount  ITeather^  Va.,  and 

Washington^  Do         state  coordinators^  regional  conservators^  and 
representatives  of  the  Vfashington  staff  vrere  brought  together  to 
review  and  study  recent  developments  ±n  the  organization  and  func- 
tions of  the  Soil  Conserva.tion  Service^  and  to  discuss  possible 
policies  and  procedures  for  carrying  on  the  enlarged  programs  of 
the  Service . 

The  chief  opened  the  three-day  session  at  Mount  Weather^  during 
which  the  responsibilities  and  relationships  of  state  coordinators 
Yirere  analyzed.  Panel- type  discussions  were  arranged  on  demonstra- 
tion projects,  soil  conservation  districts^,  farm  and  project  plan- 
ning, land  utilization,  cooperativr.  farm  forestry,  irrigation  and 
drainage  work^  and  the  interrelation  and  coordination  of  the  vari- 
ous responsibilities  of  the  Service. 

The  afternoons  of  July  17-19  were  devoted  to  an  explanation  and 
discussion  of  the  work  of  the  individual  divisions  of  the  Washing- 
ton office.    The  assistant  chiefs  of  the  Service,  representing  the 
divisions  of  land  utilization,  technical  operations,  inform.ation 
\  and  relations,  research,  project  plans  and  surveys,  and  adminis- 

'  tration,  outlined  the  activities  of  the  respective  divisions  and 

introduced  the  personnel  engaged  in  the  work  in  Yfashington. 

ft 

FIRE  CONTROL  IN  THE  FLORIDA  El/ERGLADES 

A  committee  has  been  appointed  to  draw  up  plans  for  a  program  of 
research,  survey,  and  operations  for  the  control  of  fire'  rji  the 
Florida  Everglades.    Its  members  are  J.  H.  StalD.ings,  ViTilliam  X. 
Hull,  and  Harry  R.  Leach  of  the  Washington  office j  A.  Cannes,  M.  W. 
Lovrry,  and  Glen  Fuller  of  the  regional  office;  Colin  Gunn,  State 
coordinator  of  Floridaj  and  R.  V.  Allison  of  the  University  of 
^  Florida. 
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The  committee  plans  a  series  of  meetings  at  Clevriston^  Fla.^  be- 
ginning Monday,  July  31>  to  discuss  the  problem  and  to  draw  up 
recommendations  for  a  working  progrsm.    It  is  expected  the  commit- 
tee will  Tfork  closely  with  the  recently  established  Everglades  Fire 
Control  Commission  of  the  State  of  Florida,  of  which  W.  M.  Stafford 
is  chairman. 

SCS  REPORTS  TO  WILDLIFE  COItaTTEE 

In  a  statement  before  the  select  committee  on  conservation  of  mid- 
life resources  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  William  R,  Van 
Dorsal,  of  the  biology  division^  gave  a  resume  of  the  T/ork  of  the 
Soil  Conservation  Service  to  March  31,  1939.    Dr.  Van  Dorsal's 
statement  included  some  very  interesting  figures. 

Nearly  seven  million  acres  of  land  in  land  utilization  projects  are 
now  administered  by  the  Soil  Conservation  Service.    In  cooperation 
with  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  and  the  Forest  Service^ 
preliminary  surveys  are  being  made  on  4B  watersheds  to  determine 
the  existence  and  seriousness  of  flood  problems  and  the  pra^ctical 
possibility  of  alleviating  flood  hazards  and  siltation. 

The  Soil  Conservation  Service  and  its  70,4BS  cooperating  farmers 
have  undertaken  to  place  a  coordinated  program  of  conservation  on 
20,109,873  acres  of  land.    The  total  conversion  of  cropland  to  land 
permanently  covered  by  vegetation  amo-unts  to  94-0,226  acres.  This 
is  an  increase  of  more  than  a  half  million  acres  over  last  year's 
figure . 

Strip  cropping  has  been  introduced  on  1,891,508  acres.  More  than 
95jOOO  miles  of  terraces  have  been  constructed.  Contour  cultiva- 
tion has  been  introduced  on  3,885,334  acres. 

In  summing  up  the  work  of  the  Service,  Dr.  Van  Dorsal  points  out 
that  there  is  no  class  of  agricultural  land  on  which  at  least  some 
wildlife  development  cannot  be  successfully  undertaken. 

KUDZU  SEED  PRODUCED  IN  REGION  2 

The  original  kudzu  seed  used  by  the  Soil  Conservation  Service  came 
from  Japan  in  1935 •    Several  thousand  pounds  annually  have  been 
imported  since  then.    However,  the  nursery  men  in  Region  2  have 
been  experimenting  vn.th  domestic  production  of  the  seed. 

F.  J.  Crider,  acting  head  of  the  Washington  nursery  division,  and 
W.  F.  Peel  of  the  division  of  technical  operations  spent  the  past 
two  weeks  reviewing  nursery  and  L.  U.  projects  in  Region  2.  Ac- 
cording to  their  report,  25,000,000  kudzu  seedlings  will  be  produced 
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during  the  present  season.    It  is  expected  that  virithin  the  next  few 
years  the  entire  needs  of  the  Service  will  be  supplied  by  home 
grovm  seeds. 

REFORESTATION  IN  NEW  ENGLArJD 

Hilda  S.  Cunniff  of  the  hillculture  division^  who  recently  visited 
New  England,  reports  that  last  year  was  an  exceptionally  good  year 
for  natural  forest  reproduction.  Seedling  trees  "by  the  million  — 
white  pine_,  white  cvshe_,  bird  cherry,  sugar  maple,  and  northern  red 
oak  —  carpet  the  ground. 

Seedlings  on  land  past.ured  by  cattle  ordinarily  stand  little  chance 
of  surviving.    This  year's  crop,  protected  by  the  litter  of  fallen 
trees  and  brush-v;ood,  has  an  excellent  opportunity  to  develop. 

In  spite  of  the  fact  that  thousands  of  trees  were  blovm  down,  ero- 
sion was  prevented  by  the  ground  cover  of  pine  needles,  leaves,  and 
herbaceous  plants,  according  to  this  botanist.    Only  where  the 
skidding  of  logs  laid  the  ground  bare  has  wash  taken  place. 

Miss  Cunniff  points  out  incidentally  that  the  entire  root  systems 
of  trees  uprooted  by  the  hurricane  are  exposed,  thus  affording  an 
exceptional  opportunity  for  the  study  of  root  systems  of  Nevj- 
England  trees. 

COOPERATORS  POLL  IN  REGION  4 

Returns  from  a  questionnaire  sent  to  scjnple  cooperators  throughout 
Region  4  reveal  that  a  large  majority  are  convinced  of  the  value  of 
soil  conservation  measures. 

Of  1474  farmers,  1449  will  continue  to  carry  out  a  complete  soil 
and  water  conservation  program,  after  the  expiration  of  cooperative 
agreements.    Only  24  of  1453  cooperators  are  of  the  opinion  that 
the  value  of  their  farms  has  not  been  increased.    And  1077  of  1172 
believe  their  farm  income  has  increased. 

For  the  region  as  a  whole,  according  to  the  poll,  terracing  (728 
votes)  loads  the  individual  practices  most  valuable  to  cooperators; 
woodland  management,  farm  roads,  clearing,  and  liming  tie  for  last 
place  Yfith  one  or  two  votes  each. 

Other  improvements  rank  as  follows:    contour  farming,  strip  crop- 
ping, pasture  improvement,  crop  rotation,  soil-building  practices, 
cover  crops,  contour  furrows  and  ridges,  sodding,  fencing,  farm 
ponds,  and  tree  planting. 
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In  conducting  this  poll  the  regional  office  sent  out  3229  question- 
naires of  virhich  1536  had  been  returned  at  the  time  this  information 
was  compiled, 

FIDil  STRIP  ON  GRASSED  WATERWAYS 

Film  strip  series  No.  559^  entitled  "Establishment  and  Maintenance 
of  Grassed  Watervrays",  has  just  been  released.  It  is  29  frames  in 
length. 

Prepared  by  Vif.  H.  Lathrop  of  Region  5,  the  strip  is  designed  to 
illustrate  the  value  and  methods  of  establishing  grassed  waterways 
on  cropland.    It  shows  how  natural  drainageways  may  be  utilized  and 
erosion  hazards  eliminated  by  turning  eroded  areas  into  protected 
waterways  for  the  safe  handling  of  excess  run-off. 

LEGISLATION 

S.  281 J  to  amend  further  the  Civil  Service  Retirement  Act  of  1930^ 
passed  the  House  on  July  15^  cijid  vras  sent  to  conference  of  both 
Houses.    This  bill  provides  for  optional  retirement  at  55^  compul- 
sory retirement  at  65  and  70^  and  raises  the  retirement  deductions 
to  five  percent. 


The  Hatch-Dempsey  bill  (S.  1871) ,  restricting  the  political  activi- 
ties of  federal  employees^;  v/as  inserted  in  the  Congressional  Record 
for  July  2U  and  vfas  ordered  to  be  printed  as  S.  Doc.  100. 


On  July  18  the  House  passed  H.  R.  5764  providing  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a  cemetery  within  the  Crab  Orchard  Creek  Dam  project  in 
Illinois . 


The  Senate  passed  H.  R.  6070  this  rrcek  and  the  bill  novr  goes  to  the 
President  for  signature.    This  bill  eliminates  reserve  officers  on 
/         CCC  duty  from  the  benefits  prescribed  in  Section  5  of  the  National 
Defense  Act  of  1939. 
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CGC  E   :OLLMENT  r:EACHES  300,000 

The  CGC  ha^  again  reached  its  iRaxirriuffi  strength  oi  300^000  men. 
Many  of  the  States  had  completed  their  quotas  '.Tell  in  advance  of 
the  July ~ 20  deadline. 

The  disappointed  applicants  vdll  have  another  chance  for  enrollnient 
in  October. 

NATURAL  REFORESTATION  ON  CUT-OVER  LaNDS  IN  FLORIDA 

ViT.  F.  Peel  of  the  division  of  technical  operations,  recently  .visited 
the  L.  U.  project  at  Milton^  Fla.    This  proiect  presents  an  excel- 
lent example  of  volunteer  reproduction  of  long-leaf  and  slash  pine 
on  cut-over  lands  where  protective  measures  have  been  applied. 

There  is  a  game  fam  on  the  project,  which  includes  a  fish  hatch- 
ery, a  deer  corral,  and  facilities  for  incubatir^g  and  raising  . 
quail.    T-wenty-seven  hundred  birds  have  been  released  during  the 
past  three  years . 

EXPLORERS  IN  THE  SERVICE 

Members  of  the  I'^/'ashington  staff  recently  elected  to  membership  in. 
the  Explorers  Club  are  EdYrard  H.  Graham  of  the  biology  division  and 
Charles  F.  Swingle  of  the  nursery  division. 

Both  men  are  active  non-resident  members  of  the  Club,  which  was' 
formed  in  New  York  City. to  unite  explorers  in  the  bonds  of 'good- 
felloYfship  and  to  promote  the  Tfork  -.f  exploration. 

Dr.  Graham  has  done  field  work  in  British  Guiana,  Mexico,  and  the 
southwestern  United  States.    He  has  lectured  and  has  Y.Titten 
professional  papers,  chiefly  on  the  botanical  results  of  his  ex- 
plorations. 

Dr.  Swingle  Yfas  the  American  representative  on  the  Kumbert-Svfingle 
expedition  for  plant  exploration  in  Madagascar  in  1928.    He  has 
lectured  and  has  v/ritten  both  popular  and  scientific  papers  on  this 
expedition. 

Ernest  G,  Holt,  chief  of ' the  biology  division,  is  also  a  member  of 
the  Club.         -  •  .  ^ 

■     ■  APPRECIATION  BY  YJESTERN  GAI'/]E  A-ND  FISH  COM.HSSIOImERS 

At  its  19th  annual  conference  at  Del  Monte,  Calif.,  June  23  and  24, 
the  Western  Association  of  State  Game  and  Fish  Commissioners 
^'     '  adopted  the  following  resolution: 
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•'WHEREAS  during  the  past  year  the  agencies  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment that  have  to  do  v;ith  the  wildlife  resources  of  the  West  have 
showTi  an  increased  willingness  to  cooperate  v/ith  the  wildlife 
administrators  of  the  several  Western  States^ 

"THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED^  that  the  Western  Association  of  State 
Game  and  Fish  Commissioners  extend  its  thanks- to  the  United  States 
Forest  Service,  the  Soil  Conservation  Service,  the  United  States 
Bureau  of  Biological  Survey,  and  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Fish- 
eries for  their  v/holehearted  cooperation." 

PRINTERS'  INK 

The  July  issue  of  American  Forests  reprints  part  of  a  letter  writ- 
ten by  W,  C.  Lowdermdllc,  chief  of  the  division  of  research,  to 
H.  H.  Bennett.    The  article,  entitled  "Across  North  Africa  with  a 
Soil  Conservationist,"  covers  a  two-months  trip  of  6,585  miles 
through  Algeria,  Tunisia,  Tripolitania,  Lybia,  Egypt,  and  Jerusalem. 

In  fo3J.owing  the  footprints  of  the  ancient  Romans  across  north 
Africa,  Dr«  Lowdermilk  was  able  to  study  works  of  check  damming, 
and  terracing  in  the  Plain  of  Esdraelon  where  water  conservation 
first  began. 

Illustrative  of  the  desolation  caused  by  erosion  is  the  Land  of 
Goshen,  in  the  days  of  Joseph  "the  best  grazing  country  in  all  the 
land,"  now  barren,  unhabitated  countr^^  whose  naked  slopes  are  out- 
lined with  goat  paths,  but  vrlth  no  visible  vegetation.    In  travel- 
ling over  70  miles  of  the  entire  area,  only  two  thorny  trees  were 
visible  from  the  road. 

Dr.  Lowdermilk  v^as  able  to  observe  active  erosion  throughout  the 
entire  trip*    He  v/rites  that  "every  country  has  put  on  heavy  rains 
and  erosion  demonstrations"  for  his  benefit. 


In  an  article  entitled  "Matching  Industry' s  Progress, "  which  ap- 
pears in  the  June  issue  of  The  Agrarian,  regional  conservator  T.  S. 
Buie  points  out  that  severe  erosion  is  the  natural  result  of 
Piedmont  agriculture  built  around  cotton  ond  corn. 

Dr.  Buie  sees  the  districts  program  as  the  solution  to  the  Piedmont 
agricultural  problem.    Cooperative  action  and  land-use  planning,  he 
says,  would  "put  agriculture  on  an  equal  footing  with  industry  and 
at  the  same  time  conserve  our  basic  soil  resources." 
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A  paper  presented  by  Ralph  W,  Baird  before  the  Soil  and  Water  Divi- 
sion at  the  fall  meetings  of  the  American  Society  of  Agricultural 
Engineers  at  Chicago,  111.,  last  December,  is  published  in  the  July 
issue  of  Agricultural  Engineering  under  the  title  "Watershed  and 
Hydrologic  Studies  on  the  Blacklands  Experimental  Watershed." 

Mr.  Baird,  project  supervisor  of  the  Blacklands  Experimental  Water- 
shed, outlines  the  physical  and  historical  background  of  the  area, 
the  reason  for  the  selection  of  this  watershud,  the  equipment 
installed,  and  the'  objectives  of  the  studies  carried  on  in  the 
watershed. 

TENNESSEE  CONSERVATION  CAI>IP 

A  state--vvlde  conservation  camp  mil  be  held  at  Montgomery-Bell 
Park,  Tenn.,  August  23  -  September  2.    Members  of  ye^ung  farmers' 
clubs,  4-H  club  boys  16  years  old  or  over,  and  club  leaders  mil  be 
instructed  in  the  conservation  of  v/ildD-if e,  fish,  soil,  ajid  timiber. 

The  caiup  Ydll  be  under  the  supervision  of  the  E:cbension  Service 
Yfith  assistance  from  the  State  Department  of  Conservation,  the 
Federal  Cartridge  CorDoration,  and  the  agricultural  division  of  the 
TVA. 

Montgomery-Boll  Park,  4,000  acres  in  extent,  is  an  excellent  place 
to  study  forestry,  streams,  and  vfi..dlife.    Consisting  of  subm.ar- 
ginal  land  purchased  and  developed  by  the  Federal  government,  it  is 
now  under  the  supervision  of  the  State  Department  of  Conservation. 

FORT:-;COMING  i\g^ETINGS 

The  Third  Commdssion  of  the  International  Society  of  Soil  Science,  * 
concerned  with  the  subject  of  soil  microbiolog7v"5  will  hold  its 
meetings  in  Nov/  Brunswick,  N.  J.,  August  30  -  September  1,  on  the 
campus  of  the  New  Jersey  Agricultural  Experiment  Station  and 
Rutgers  University.    Papers  will  be  presented  on  three  subjects: 
Legumes  and  Leg"ame  Bacteria,  Microbiology  of  Soil  Organic  Matter, 
and  Azotobacter  r.nd  Its  Significance  in  Soil  Processes. 

The  International  Union  of  Geodesy  and  Geophysics  vd.ll  hold  its 
triennial  meeting  in  Washington,  D.  C,  September  4--15.    Its  last 
meeting  Y^as  at  Edinburgh,  Scotland. 

NOTES 

S.  Antebi  of  Tel-Aviv,  director  of  agriculture  for  Palestine,  is 
spending  two  or  three  months  in  the  United  States  studying  Jimerican 
agriculture,  especially  soil  conservation  measm-'os.    l^Tiile  visiting 
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the  Washington  headquarters  last  vrcek^Dr.  Antebi  outlined  his 
itinerary  which  tal<:es  him  v/est  through  the  northern  States,  doivn 
through  the  Pacific  coast  region,  and  east  by  way  of  the  southern 
States. 


The  office  employees  at  Upper  Darby  were  given  an  opportunity  to 
observe  the  work  of  the  Service  last  week.    H.  L.  Euckardt,  chief 
training  officer  of  the  Washington  training  section,  accompanied 
the  group  on  a  field  trip  to  Lancaster,  Pa,,  v/herc  they  virjited  the 
project,  some  farms  in  the  vicinity^  and  a  CCC  cai:ip. 


